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Advocacy 
 What is it? 

 

•  Call/Write your Member of Congress. 
–  House.gov 
–  Senate.gov 
–  Whitehouse.gov 
 

•  Request to meet with your Member of Congress 
in state. 

  
•  Share your story. Lend Your Voice. Stand up for 

the hungry.  



Advocacy 
Why is this important? 
Your voice can create positive influence by: 
 
•  Helping to shape policy  
 
•  Caring about the issues going on in the 

world around you  
 
•  Demonstrate how you would like the 

country you represent to be perceived as 
we  interact with the world 



U.S. Global Health Funding as a Share of 
the Federal Budget, FY 2018 Request 

Federal	Budget	
$3.6	trillion	

Global	Health		
$7.9	billion	

<1%	



U.S. Global Health Programs FY17 

Source 

Source: KFF 



President’s Budget 



The First 1,000 Days: A Return on Investment 

SCHOOLING: Early 
nutrition programs can 
increase school completion 
by one year 

EARNINGS: Early nutrition 
programs can raise adult 
wages by 5-50% 

POVERTY: Children who 
escape stunting are 33% 
more likely to escape 
poverty as adults 

ECONOMY: Reductions in 
stunting can increase GDP 
by 4-11% in Asia & Africa 
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Good nutrition 
increases 
economic 

growth for all 
 

Improving 
nutrition 

equalizes 
opportunities 

for the less  
well-off  

PO
VERTY	



International Nutrition 
Perceptions Survey:  

 
 How U.S. Political, Religious 

Conservatives (PRSCs) and the 
General Population (GP) Respond,  

and 
How to Shape Messaging for 

Successful Advocacy 
 



Global Health Priorities: Issues 

Source: INPS: PRSC Study 2017 
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Urgency	of	Global	Health	Priorities	among	PRSCs	
Which	of	the	following	global	health	priorities	do	you	believe	to	be	most	urgent?		



Nutrition Messaging: 
What Not to Use 

Source: INPS: PRSC Study 2017 
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Families	who	thrive	in	
sustainable	

communities	are	less	
likely	to	emigrate	

Ensuring	all	people	
have	enough	food	
creates	a	more	

prosperous	world	

Nutrition	and	food	
security	programs	are	

extremely	cost	
effective	to	increase	
national	security	and	
decrease	poverty	

Nutrition	and	food	
security	programs	are	
critical	to	national	
security,	ultimately	
reducing	the	chances	
of	conflict	and	need	
for	U.S.	military	
involvement	

Family	planning	
counseling	is	more	
successful	when	it	
includes	nutrition	

Five	Least	Compelling	Statements	about	Nutrition	



Nutrition Messaging: 
What to Use 

Source: INPS: PRSC Study 2017 
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Better	nutrition	for	
pregnant	mothers	

protects	their	unborn	
children	

Malnutrition	causes	
children	to	die	of	
preventable	causes	

Better	nutrition	for	
pregnant	mothers	
combats	infant	

mortality	

Proper	nutrition	for	
babies	can	prevent	
mental	and	physical	

handicaps	

Nutrition	is	most	
critical	for	mothers	

and	children	early	in	a	
child's	life	

Five	Most	Compelling	Statements	about	Nutrition	



Our comprehensive findings demonstrate 
that the concept of global nutrition 

resonates quite strongly with the public when 
linked with the messaging of saving the lives 
of women, babies, and children (1000 day 

window) in developing nations.  

Global Nutrition 



General Findings 
 

Source: INPS: PRSC Study 2017 

•  85% answered ”yes” when asked if they were a “committed Christian” 
 
•  76% indicated that “honoring moral or ethical responsibilities” is a (3rd) 

macro rationale for global health and development 
 
•  70% believe it is important for the U.S. to have a positive image in 

countries worldwide 

•  68% believe we should prevent people from starving 

•  66% believe we should provide people in other countries with resources 

•  49% said that “feeding the hungry” in other countries is an important 
commitment 

•  42% believe it is important for the U.S to take a leading role in helping 
poor people in other countries 

•  32% would be very/extremely willing to donate their personal resources 
to fight malnutrition internationally 



 
 
 

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are 

destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend 
the rights of the poor and needy.” 

-Proverbs 31:8-9 





Advocacy 
What are some other things I can do? 

•  Learn More.  
 
•  Write an op-ed.  
 
•  Share the facts on your social network. 
  
•  Ask your friends and family to join you in 

advocacy. 



Take Action 



  QUESTIONS? 




