Global Nutrition

July 14, 2017

Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen Senator Thad Cochran

2306 Rayburn House Office Building 110 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510
Congresswoman Nita Lowey Senator Patrick Leahy

2365 Rayburn House Office Building 437 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510
Congressman Hal Rogers Senator Lindsey Graham

2406 Rayburn House Office Building 290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Rogers, Chairman Cochran, Ranking Member
Leahy, and Chairman Graham:

As a community of faith leaders, we write to thank you for your leadership on global food security and nutrition, and
to urge you to protect critical funding for these programs in the FY 2018 State and Foreign Operations
appropriations bill.

We care deeply about the health of vulnerable populations worldwide, and we know that American leadership is
needed now more than ever as we face an unprecedented global challenge of four potential famines, and more than
65 million displaced persons worldwide.

We are deeply concerned about the steep cuts to global food security and nutrition programs in the President’s FY
2018 budget request. Specifically, the budget request calls for severe cuts to the Nutrition sub-account within the
Global Health Programs of USAID and to the Feed the Future global agriculture development initiative. The budget
request also eliminates all funding for the McGovern-Dole International Food for Education and Child Nutrition
Programs, and the PL 480 Food for Peace program. Lastly, the budget request calls for severe cuts to the
International Organizations account and related multilateral funding streams, through which the U.S. government
supports the critical food security and nutrition work of agencies such as the World Food Program, UNICEF, the
Foreign Agriculture Organization, the International Fund for Agriculture Development and the World Health
Organization.

We applaud the recent support of your colleagues from the House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee for
maintaining funding for PL 480 and McGovern-Dole and hope you will follow suit to ensure all our global food
security and nutrition programs are similarly supported.

We understand the challenges you face within a limited budget, but we know the truly life-saving impact of U.S.
investments in global food security and nutrition. As a community of faith, we are called to action to help uplift the
most poor and vulnerable. Therefore, we respectfully request that you protect funding for these critical programs at
the FY 2017 enacted levels. Thank you for your continued leadership and for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Taylor Bell Ministries Coordinator, Baptist Church of the Covenant Birmingham, AL
Colleen Buroughs Vice President, Passport, Inc. Birmingham, AL
Gary Furr, PhD Pastor, Vestavia Hills Baptist Church Birmingham, AL
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