fcaithy Mothers & Children

December 1, 2014

Congressman Hal Rogers Congresswoman Nita Lowey

2406 Rayburn House Office Building 2365 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Senator Barbara Mikulski Senator Richard Shelby

503 Hart Senate Office Building 304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Senator Patrick Leahy Senator Lindsey Graham o

437 Russell Senate Office Building 290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Congresswoman Kay Granger
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairwoman Mikulski, Ranking Member
Shelby, Chairwoman Granger, Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Graham:

We write to you on behalf of the Faith-Based Coalition for Healthy Mothers and Children
Worldwide to thank you for your leadership in Congress in support of maternal and child health
programs and to urge you to protect funding for these programs, including those that fund
healthy timing and spacing of pregnancies, as you finalize the FY 2015 appropriations bills.

Our coalition is comprised of advocates who are speaking out about the struggles that mothers
and children in developing nations face every day. When women and girls lack access to the
education and resources they need to create a healthy plan for becoming mothers, the result is
tragic: 287,000 women in developing nations die from preventable complications during
childbirth, and 6.6 million children die before their fifth birthday each year.

We seek to galvanize faith-based leaders and their constituencies around the issues of maternal,
newborn, and child health (MNCH) as well as healthy timing and spacing of pregnancies (HTSP)
to improve maternal health and reduce child mortality.

We recognize the difficult decisions you face as you finalize funding levels, and we respectfully
request that you make the Maternal and Child Health and International Family Planning accounts
a priority as you decide the final FY 2015 funding levels. We have seen firsthand the life saving
impacts that these programs achieve, and as people of faith we believe that we all have a duty to
do what is within our power to help these women and their families to achieve their potential
through improved health.
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