
 
 
Senator Thad Cochran  

110 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C., 20510 

 

Senator Patrick Leahy 

437 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington DC 20510 

 

Senator Lindsey Graham 

290 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington DC 20510  

 

Dear Chairman Cochran and Ranking Member Leahy of the Committee on Appropriations and 

Chairman Graham and Ranking Member Leahy of the Subcommittee on Appropriations for State 

Department and Foreign Operations:   

 

As members of the Faith-based Coalition for Healthy Mothers and Children Worldwide, we are 

championing the full funding for global health and development for the International Affairs 

Account, which represents approximately 1 percent of the total U.S. budget.  

 

One critical element in this account is the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and 

Malaria. This public-private partnership fund over the past fifteen years has provided critical, 

strategic funding supporting programs in over 135 nations worldwide to halve HIV and AIDS, 

tuberculosis, and malaria deaths. Its unique integration and coordination with U.S. bilateral 

funding including PEPFAR and the President’s Malaria Initiative, launched by President Bush, 

has contributed to saving the lives of millions.  

 

Today, 11 million people have access to anti-retroviral medications; 17.4 million cases of 

tuberculosis have been detected and treated; and more than 668 million treatments for malaria 

have all been provided through the efforts of the Global Fund.   

 

Many of us have championed this funding since its inception during the Bush administration. 

And we are proud to have watched the historic successes abound, thanks to U.S. leadership.  

 

Our faith and compassion for the vulnerable compel us to advocate for continued U.S. leadership 

and funding to maintain this extraordinary progress to eradicate AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.  



 

Thank you for your consideration to fully fund the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, 

and Malaria in FY18 at $1.35 billion, the same level as FY16 and FY17.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Senator Bill Frist, MD 

Founder and Chair, Hope Through Healing Hands  

 

Jenny Eaton Dyer, PhD   

Executive Director, Hope Through Healing Hands  

 

Travis Adams   Associate Pastor for Students & Missions,  St. Louis, MO 

Third Baptist Church  

Kenny Alphin   Artist, Big & Rich    Nashville, TN 

Andi Ashworth   Editor, Art House America   Nashville, TN 

Daphene Baines   First Lady, Southern Baptist Church  Cincinnati, OH 

Rims & Judy Barber  Mississippi Human Services Coalition  Jackson, MS 

Taylor Bell   Ministries Coordinator, Baptist Church of  Birmingham, AL 

the Covenant    

Kenton & Laurie Beshore Senior Pastors, Mariners Church   Irvine, CA 

Lisa Bevere   Author, Speaker, & Co- Founder, Messenger  Colorado Springs, CO 

International      

Bob Blees    Interim Executive Director,    Sterling, VA 

Christian Connections for International Health 

Annette Bourland  Sr. VP and Group Publisher, Zondervan  Grand Rapids, MI 

Tim Breene   CEO, World Relief    Baltimore, MD 

Tony Campolo   Founder of the Red Letter Christian Movement St. David’s, PA 

Mary Beth Chapman  Author, President and Co-Founder, Show Hope Franklin, TN 

Steven Curtis Chapman  Artist, Co-Founder Show Hope   Franklin, TN 

Chaz Corzine   Manager, The MWS Group   Franklin, TN 

Ian M. Cron   Author and Episcopal Priest   Franklin, TN 

David Dark, PhD   Author, Professor of Religious Studies,   Nashville, TN 

Belmont University  

Brandon Dasinger  Teaching Pastor and Director of Mission,  Montgomery, AL 

    Frazer United Methodist Church    

Stan Doerr   Executive Director, Blood:Water  Nashville, TN 

Gary L. Edmonds  President & CEO, Food for the Hungry  Phoenix, AZ  

Paul Frank, PhD  Executive Director, SIL LEAD, Inc.   Washington, DC  

Gary Furr, PhD   Pastor, Vestavia Hills Baptist Church  Birmingham, AL 

Mike Glenn   Sr. Pastor, Brentwood Baptist Church  Brentwood, TN 

Jennifer Grant   Author      Wheaton, IL 

Natalie Grant   Artist      Brentwood, TN 

Andrew Greer   Singer/Songwriter    Nashville, TN 

Tracie Hamilton  Philanthropist and Mother   Franklin, TN 

Scott Hamilton   Olympic Gold Medalist & Philanthropist Franklin, TN 

Michael Hart   Associate Pastor, University Presbyterian  Orlando, FL 

Church 

Mike Hart   Missions Pastor, First Baptist Church Tulsa Tulsa, OK 

Dan Haseltine   Artist, Jars of Clay; Founder, Blood:Water Nashville, TN 



Rev. Josh McCrory Hatcher Senior Pastor, Historic Trinity Lutheran Church St. Louis, MO 

Christopher Ingram  Senior Pastor, Yates Baptist Church  Durham, NC 

Cameron James   Recording Artist, Dream Label Group  Nashville, TN 

Charlie Lowell   Artist, Jars of Clay    Franklin, TN 

Anne Lucas    Director, e3 Mission, Mobilization, &   Birmingham, AL 

Medical  

Velvet Kelm   President, The {M}edia Collective  Franklin, TN 

William & Sharon Maetschke Trinity United Methodist Church  New Albany, IN 

Ray Martin   Emeritus Executive Director,    McLean, VA 

Christian Connections for International Health  

Sarah Masen   Artist       Nashville, TN  

Mike McBrayer   Minister, Vestavia Hills Baptist Church          Birmingham, AL 

Santiago “Jimmy” Mellado President and CEO, Compassion International  Colorado Springs, CO 

David Moberg   Senior VP & Group Publisher,    Nashville, TN 

Harper Collins Christian Publishing   

Rev. Johnnie Moore  Founder, The KAIROS Company  Lake Forest, CA  

Steve Moore   Chairman of the Board, The Shalom Foundation  Brentwood, TN 

Elisa Morgan   Speaker, Author, President Emerita,   Denver, CO 

    MOPS International     

Jeff Moseley   President & Founder, Fair Trade Services Brentwood, TN 

Heidi & Erik Murkoff  Author & Co-Founders, What to Expect   Los Angeles, CA 

Foundation  

Jennifer Nettles   Artist, Sugarland    Nashville, TN 

Roxanne Nichols  Director of Label Operations, Provident   Franklin, TN 

Label Group 

Paul Osteen, MD  Associate Pastor, Lakewood Church  Houston, TX   

Charlie Peacock   Music Producer and Artist-in-Residence,  Nashville, TN  

Lipscomb University      

Dan Raines   President, Creative Trust Ventures  Brentwood, TN 

Richard Ramsey  Outreach Pastor, North Metro Church  Marietta, GA 

Vicki & Mark Reddy  Directors, The Justice Conference  Chicago, IL 

Marlene Rickert, FNP-BC  Medical Director, Hope for Haiti Foundation  Raleigh, NC 

Ash Rogers   Executive Director, Lwala Community Alliance Nashville, TN 

Josh Rouse   Global Outreach Pastor, Northeast  Louisville, KY 

Christian Church    

Rev. Edwin Sanders II  Sr. Servant, Metropolitan Interdenominational  Nashville, TN 

Church  

Jo Saxton   Director, 3DM; Author & Speaker  Minneapolis, MN 

Lott Shudde   Manager, Third Day    Brentwood, TN 

Leslie Smart   Executive Director, Christian Flights   Perryville, KY 

International 

Michael W. Smith  Artist      Franklin, TN 

Durwood Snead   Global X Director, North Point Ministries Atlanta, GA 

Anne Stafford   Pediatrician; University of    Birmingham, AL 

Alabama-Birmingham 

Rev. Becca Stevens  St. Augustine’s Chapel; Founder,   Nashville, TN  

Magdalene/Thistle Farms    

David Stevens, MD, MA CEO, Christian Medical and Dental   Bristol, TN 

Associations   

Curtis Stoneberger  Executive Vice-President, Mocha Club  Brentwood, TN 

Cathy Taylor, DrPH, MSN, RN Dean & Professor, Belmont University  Nashville, TN 



Debbie Taylor   Artist and Mother    Nashville, TN 

Steve Taylor   Recording Artist & Filmmaker   Nashville, TN 

Third Day   Christian Band     Atlanta, GA 

Barrett Ward   Founder & CEO, Live FashionABLE   Brentwood, TN 

Rev. Chad Wible  Senior Pastor, Community Covenant Church Kirkwood, MO 

Rev. David Wiggs  Senior Pastor, Boston Avenue United   Tulsa, OK 

Methodist Church 

Bruce Wilkinson  President & CEO, Catholic Medical   New York, NY 

Missions Board 

Morgan Wills   President & CEO, Siloam Health  Nashville, TN 

Jessica Wolstenholm  Author & Co-Founder, Gather & Grow  Brentwood, TN 

 

 

 


